
five-year strategic plan



bringing the word of god to
public school students



Instead, imagine students, during school hours, learning about the 
fundamental message of the Bible—the gospel:

Who Jesus is
What He did for us 
How He changes hearts, lives, families and eternal souls 

Imagine how different this nation would look if we were able to invest the 
gospel into the hearts of the next generation.

It may sound far-fetched, but LifeWise Academy believes that, with your 
help, this vision could become a reality in the not-so-distant future.To 
achieve this end, LifeWise is launching a campaign to plant the first 1,000 
programs over the next five years. 

Watch the campaign video at lifewiseacademy.org/first1000schools or scan 
the code below.

Imagine every public school student 
in this nation having the opportunity 
to learn the Word of God as part of 
their school day. 

Not as part of a state-funded, comparative religions course 
Not simply as a moralizing ethics manual for how to be good citizens 
Not as part of an after-school program that misses the kids who 
need it most
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The Present Need For
Bible Literacy

It’s not hard to see what’s happening in our 
nation. Fear, division and strife rule the day. And 
Christians, who hold the remedy to society’s 
ailments, feel always on the defensive, shut out 
of the cultural conversation. The life-giving Word 
of God is reaching fewer and fewer ears and eyes, 
especially among our next generation. The inverse 
correlation between the following statistics is not 
surprising to Bible-believing Christians.

Depression
Anxiety
Suicide

ALL-TIME HIGHS AMONG YOUTH

Church Attendance
Bible Literacy

Professions of Faith

ALL-TIME LOWS AMONG YOUTH
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AN UNTAPPED OPPORTUNITY

Decades ago, around the time that the Bible and prayer were being removed from public education, a 
window of opportunity was opened. The U.S. Supreme Court decision Zorach v. Clauson (1952) determined 
that the practice of “Released Time Religious Instruction” (RTRI) was constitutional and therefore legal in 
all 50 states.

More than half the states in the U.S. now have laws specifically pertaining to RTRI. Specific state policies 
vary. For example, Ohio’s RTRI law (ORC 3313.6022), was passed in the Ohio legislature and signed into 
law by the governor, allowing public school students to receive elective religious instruction during the 
school day, under the following conditions:

Though legal, RTRI has remained almost completely unknown to the Christian church. 
The few RTRI programs that do exist tend to operate informally and on a small scale. 
LifeWise Academy wants to change that by providing a replicable, “plug n’ play” model 
that could be implemented by any community nationwide. For three years, LifeWise has 
been building and refining that model to capitalize on this amazing opportunity. 

We are a religious people whose institutions presuppose a Supreme Being. 
When the State encourages religious instruction or cooperates with religious 

authorities by adjusting the schedule of public events to sectarian needs, it then 
follows the best of our traditions, for it then respects the religious nature of our 

people and accommodates the public services to their spiritual needs.

JUSTICE WILLIAM O. DOUGLAS
Zorach v. Clauson (1952)

“

1
Parental permission is required 
for child’s participation.

VOLUNTARY 2
Program must be held off 
site of school premises.

OFF CAMPUS 3
No government funds can 
be used for this program.

PRIVATELY FUNDED



ORGANIZATIONAL BACKGROUND

Founded in 2018, LifeWise Academy is a division of Stand For Truth, an event-based ministry with the 
vision “to reach unchurched students in public schools with the gospel.” The creation of LifeWise was 
inspired by an RTRI program in Van Wert, OH, which boasts a 95% participation rate among public 
elementary school students. Stand For Truth and the Van Wert Released Time program teamed up to 
create LifeWise Academy, launching the first two LifeWise locations less than two years later.
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a faithful & innovative ministry approach

The real “secret sauce” of the LifeWise model is uncompromising commitment to two values:

Gospel-Centeredness: Keeping the 
gospel at the center of the program is 
our only hope for genuinely changing 
the hearts of the next generation. 
While many Bible education programs 
focus exclusively on moral instructions 
as biblical principles, LifeWise is 
intentionally explicit with the gospel 
message of Jesus’ death for sin and 
resurrection. It is this gospel message, 
planted in the hearts and watered, that 
sprouts, grows and bears fruit.

Excellence: Maintaining the highest 
standards of excellence in all areas is 
necessary for the success of our mission. 
Too often, Christian ministries gain a 
reputation for executing their missions 
with mediocrity. However, LifeWise 
must compete in the marketplace 
of the many programs and activities 
surrounding the life of a public school. 
Therefore, we are diligent to exude 
excellence in every area, knowing that 
we represent the King.



A PROVEN MODEL

The first waves of LifeWise launches (fall 2019 and fall 2020) in rural communities provided an 
opportunity to test, improve and systematize the LifeWise model. All five LifeWise programs launched in 
the first two years exceeded 60% participation among the student body and continue to grow enrollment and 
secure sustainable volunteers and funding.  

In the 2021-22 school year, LifeWise is expanding more broadly, launching in 22 new school districts, 
including a suburban program, multiple inner city programs in Columbus, OH and one out of state 
program in Francesville, IN. Most of the new programs launched in early fall of 2021, and are seeing great 
impact as illustrated with the examples on pages 8-10.
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Phil
LifeWise Defiance Program Director

“ We are running five 
classes a day, five days 

a week, and nearly 800 
students are hearing 

the gospel every week!

LifeWise Defiance in Defiance, 
OH began holding classes in 
late August of 2021. Students 
are bussed less than a mile from 
Defiance Elementary School to the 
local YMCA. The program serves 
two classrooms at a time, all day, 
five days a week. After just the 
first month of classes, enrollment 
exceeded 750 students of the 
1,000-member student body!

test case: RURAL
DEFIANCE, OH

See Video Highlights from LifeWise Defiance



JESSICA
LifeWise Parent

“ My husband and I 
shared LifeWise with our 

friends. They enrolled 
their son in LifeWise 

classes and now are 
attending church for the 

first time ever! 

test case: SUBURBAN
NEW ALBANY, OH

LifeWise New Albany started 
holding classes in late August of 
2021. This highly affluent and 
diverse community worked closely 
with school officials to implement 
a logistical plan and messaging that 
would be well-received by school 
staff and parents. Students at 
New Albany Primary School are 
permitted to opt out of library/
tech time to attend LifeWise. New 
Albany’s enrollment has already 
exceeded 100 students and continues 
to grow as the school year progresses.

See Video Highlights from LifeWise New Albany



vince
Central Ohio Field Representative

“As a former Columbus 
City Schools educator, I 

know LifeWise is creating a 
life-changing opportunity 
in the lives of so many of

our students.

test case: URBAN
WHITEHALL, OH

LifeWise Whitehall launched in 
October of 2021. Located inside the 
outerbelt of the Greater Columbus 
area, Whitehall is a high-needs 
community with 70% of the student 
body qualifying for free or reduced 
lunches. For LifeWise classes, students 
are bussed just a few blocks from 
Beechwold Elementary School to an 
auxiliary building of New Life Church, 
which has been dedicated to and 
renovated for LifeWise classes.

See Video Highlights from LifeWise Whitehall



QUOTES FROM THE CLASSROOM

JARROD
LifeWise Delphos Student

REBECCA
LifeWise Paulding Student

JEN
LifeWise Defiance Teacher

JOSH
LifeWise Paulding Student

EMILY
LifeWise Defiance Teacher

“

“

““

“ Is this a church? I’ve never 
been inside a church.

Can you give me ten LifeWise registration forms? I have more 
kids in my class who need to be in LifeWise!

One of our kids who previously 
said he didn’t believe in God 

told me this week he wanted to 
close us in prayer.

Lifewise is the best part of 
the day! I wish we could 

come every day!

For me, LifeWise is really 
important because it’s what I 

wish I would have had.
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1,000

2019

2019: 1,000 STUDENTS

2020: 1,600 STUDENTS

2021: 6,600 STUDENTS

2022: 16,800 STUDENTS

2023: 40,000 STUDENTS

2024: 75,000 STUDENTS

2025: 130,000 STUDENTS

2026: 200,000 STUDENTS

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2026

SCHOOLS SERVED

STUDENT IMPACT

Word is spreading quickly about LifeWise without 
any substantial marketing efforts. To date, more than 
260 communities have voiced interest in starting local 
programs, and the frequency of incoming inquiries is 
increasing rapidly. There is every reason to believe 
that, God willing, with the right strategy, partners and 
resources, LifeWise can spread exponentially across the 
nation, beginning with the first 1,000 programs (student 
enrollment of 200,000+)* by the 2026-27 school year.

* Student impact numbers are projections based on previous years of enrollment.
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a PLAN WITH URGENCY

2025

200



creative
 $500,000

PROGRAM GROWTH
 $1,600,000

PROGRAM HEALTH
 $900,000

SYSTEMS
 $1,300,000

what will it take?

The exponential growth of LifeWise will be largely dependent on a strong National Support Center 
(Headquarters) to provide the necessary infrastructure and resources to new communities. This will require 
investments in technology and personnel that exceed revenue from existing recurring donations and current 
program fees for the ministry to reach financial sustainability. Goal: Launch LifeWise programs in 1,000 
school buildings with 200,000+ students enrolled.

Content Creation 
(Curriculum & Media)

Team of Launch CoachesTraining Development, 
Health Coaches & Support Desk

Database, Web & App Development, 
Financial, Accounting & Legalfacilities

$700,000
Support Center (HQ) 

Office Expansion

CAMPAIGN BUDGET

FIVE-YEAR TOTAL

$5,000,000
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the first 1,000
schools campaign

To meet the demand for new programs nationwide and 
to reach financial sustainability by fall 2025, LifeWise 
is launching “The First 1,000 Campaign” to meet the 
goal of $5,000,000 over the next five years.

$1,000,000

$2,000,000

$2,750,000

$3,350,000

$3,950,000

$4,450,000

PROJECTED GIFTS REQUIRED OVER 3-5 YEARS

# OF GIFTS GIFT AMOUNT SUBTOTAL CUMMULATIVE TOTAL

$1,000,000$1,000,0001

2

3

6

12

20

MANY

$500,000

$250,000

$100,000

$50,000

$25,000

< $25,000

$1,000,000

$750,000

$600,000

$600,000

$500,000

$550,000 $5,000,000



The current obstacle in our way is a need for financial resources. Please consider a meaningful 
commitment to the 1,000 Schools Campaign over the next three to five years. Your contribution will 
be the catalyst to bring the gospel to more than 200,000 public school students in just the next five 
years. God willing, this will spark a nationwide movement that will reclaim the hearts and minds of 
rising generations.

Learn more and get involved at lifewiseacademy.org/first1000schools.

Imagine every public school student in this 
nation having the opportunity to learn the 
Word of God as part of their school day. what 
STANDS in the way of that reality?

YOU CAN BE THE DIFFERENCE

Not the law. Released Time is well-established
Not the lack of a proven concept. LifeWise is gaining traction in a variety of contexts
Not a lack of grassroots interest. Communities are lining up to get started
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ABOUT LIFEWISE ACADEMY
LifeWise Academy is a Released Time Religious Instruction 
(RTRI) program which exists to reach students in public schools 
with the gospel. Under little-known RTRI laws, students can 
be released from public school during the school day to attend 
religious classes, provided the program is off school property, 
privately funded and parent permitted. 

LIFEWISEACADEMY.ORG/first1000schools


